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Candidate   Tanweer Sheikh Ansari 

 DBN:  
  

26Q178 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have regularly volunteered at Ronald McDonald House in the past and the INN (soup kitchen). I 

have participated in some PTA meetings. I have also volunteered for VITA to help lower income 

residents file taxes. I was on the Executive Committee for New York State Bar Association for the 

Young Lawyers Section/Corporate Counsel Section (This is a trade association, not a volunteer 

organization though). Additionally, I volunteered via the Nassau County Bar Association for a free legal 

clinic to help homeowners whose homes were being foreclosed on. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have children in the New York City school system, both in special education as well as general 

education, so I have a vested interest in ensuring that the city school system serves the children of the 

community effectively. I myself grew up in Jamaica, Queens and am a product of the public school 

system and all the programs it offers. I have remained involved with different trade and community 

associations to some extent over the years. I have both a MBA and a law degree. I feel that between my 

legal and finance background, I have a lot I can contribute back to the communities and districts. 

Thank you. 

 

Candidate   Sila Asa 

 DBN:  
  

26Q203 

26Q203 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

serving on community board 11. volunteer as class mom for children's class. chaperone on school trips. 

conduct cooking classes in Alley pond environmental center. on the education board for community 

board 11. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of three kids i know how important it use to be involve in my kids education. With 

previous experience i have realized that the more i was involved and my kids knew i was involved, 

actively trying to help them, meeting the teachers, being a class mom, going on class trips, looking over 

all books that will be used for the academic year the better my kids were at school academically.running 

for a seat in the city council for me is an important job. I will be able to bring diversity to the council 

through different background and life experience. Being a voice in public education will help me make 

a direct influence on the forming of the policies.I would also love to benefit from trainings and 

leadership development sessions. I believe i would also benefit from all of the other members as well. 
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Candidate   Wendy Pelle-Beer 

 DBN:  
  

26Q074 

26Q162 

26Q074 

IEP:  No 

No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a parent of three children in grades 4, 6 and 8 who attend school in District 26. I have experience 

working in small groups to support and further the educational goals / needs of our students having 

served on the SLT at PS 162. I support our PTAs. I have served as a vestry member of my church for 

six years from 2006 to 20012. I continue to serve on my Church's real estate committee. I provide pro 

bono legal services to my church and to Queens residents who are in foreclosure through the Queens 

County Bar Association's Volunteer Lawyers Program. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am an attorney in private practice with experience advocating for students and their parents in the area 

of education law. This experience has provided me with valuable insight into the functioning of our 

educational system. I believe that these insights, coupled with commitment to public service having 

worked with community organizations to promote affordable housing opportunities, and encouraging 

financial institutions to reinvest in our communities and to support those organization in their efforts 

for neighborhood revitalization allows me to bring a fresh perspective to this Council. As an immigrant 

living in Queens most of my life, who attended public school in Queens, now with children in public 

schools in Queens, I believe that my skills, abilities and my strong desire to be of service to my 

community would make me an excellent fit for the Council if selected. 

 

Candidate   Alexander Blishteyn 

 DBN:  
  

26Q173 

26Q173 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Ricky Chan 

 DBN:  
  

26Q158 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I've served on the Community Education Council for School District 26, parent member since March 

2010. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I currently serve as the 1st Vice President on the Community Education Council for School District 26 

(CEC 26). I've served on the CEC 26 since March 2010. During this 5-year period, CEC 26 has had 

meaningful discussions on the many relevant and topical issues effecting this district and city-wide. It 

has been a privilege and a great learning experience to serve on the CEC 26. I respectfully ask for your 

vote so that I may continue to represent our school district and to advance the work we've done 

collectively. I hope to build on the working relationships that I've made with our district superintendent, 

school administrators, faculty and staff, district PTA/SLT board members, parents and guardians. Most 

importantly, I also look forward to continuing to serve in the best interests of all of our School District 

26 students. 

 

Candidate   Arjmand Chatha 

 DBN:  
  

26Q133 IEP:  No ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am an academic by profession. I do not have any specific community or civic activities as such, 

however, I have had the opportunity to sit in a number of KG classes where my child is enrolled in. I 

had a few observations most of which were positive. However, there are some areas where there is a 

room for further improvement. Being a parent, I am very interactive with teachers about various 

activities and methods that are in practice. It gives me a better overall picture. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Roseann Foley Henry 

 DBN:  
  

26Q158 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have served on the PTA Executive Board at PS41Q for the past four years, where I developed and 

managed the PTA's web site and our online store of logo products, in addition to volunteering on 

various event committees. I've also spearheaded our annual Walk to School Day, which teaches 

students the importance of everyday choices and their effect on larger global issues. My older child, 

who is now in middle school, has a complex combination of learning issues (possibly related to an 

infancy spent in a Russian orphanage), and as a result I have been immersed over the past ten years in a 

long list of early intervention and special education services to help her overcome her learning issues. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I've been a resident in Bayside for the past 16 years, 11 of which I've been a parent. As my children 

have moved through elementary and now middle school I've become passionate about their education 

and have developed a new understanding about how the decisions made at the administrative levels 

trickle down into the classroom. I am committed to doing whatever I can to make the processes work 

better so we can provide the very best in classroom instruction for our children. I believe that education 

is a partnership that includes parents, teachers, administrators, and --as they mature -- the students 

themselves. As a member of the CEC I hope to be able to participate in and influence the decisions 

that affect our children's academic success, and eventually their success in life. Professionally, I am a 

writer and editor. I work for Weill Cornell Medical College, where I am Director of Special Projects 

for the Department of Neurosurgery. I also develop materials for and act as the department's liaison to 

the patient families of our Children's Brain Tumor Project, a research initiative seeking new treatments 

for rare and inoperable pediatric brain tumors. 

 

Candidate   Tamsin  Hamilton 

 DBN:  
  

26Q018 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am interested in seeing children succeed and obtain their goals, so we need to maintain a system that 

focuses on the child's overall well -being as well as working with parents to achieve individual goals. 

 

Candidate   So Yoon Jee 

 DBN:  
  

26Q216 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have attended several school/PTA meetings to support my children. I have also received training from 

Learning Leaders, a program that teaches parents how to help students learn. I have also taught math at 

a prep academy for one year. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

i wish to serve as a liaison between teachers and the Department of Education; I believe that education 

is a priority and that our children are our future. In order to create a better future and a better world, 

we need to ensure that children have a safe and happy learning environment in which they can be 

nurtured. 
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Candidate   Daniel Lim 

 DBN:  
  

26Q046 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

 

Candidate   Michelle Liu 

 DBN:  
  

26Q115 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am a Licensed Master Social Worker (LMSW) employed by a community based organization serving 

individuals with special needs including children with Individualized Educational Plans. I also serve as 

an Academic and Field Advisor in the Office of Advising at the Columbia University School of Social 

Work. Prior to becoming an LMSW, I was a teacher in the private secondary school system. I am 

currently Co-Secretary of the Parent Teacher Association at PS 115. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Each night, I look forward to reading my child’s â€˜just right’ books. I enjoy working with her on 

school projects â€“ most recently a diorama of Mount Fuji, cherry blossoms and kokeshi dolls. Each 

time I visit her school, I relish interacting with teachers and staff and am interested in learning more 

about what happens in the classroom and the day-to-day operations of the school. As an educator with 

experience overseeing government funded programs for individuals with special needs, I believe I have 

a great deal to contribute to the vision and mission of School District 26. 

 

Candidate   Roy Menendez 

 DBN:  
  

26Q133 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As a board member of my local civic association I am involved with what is going on in the community 

and helping to maintain quality of life. This sometimes involves attending community board meetings 

as well. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Currently I have two children and one niece attending schools within District 26. I have been a 

member of the School Leadership Team since November 2013 and currently serving on the 

Community District Education Council for District 26 since February 2014. I look forward to continue 

working with school administrators, teachers and parents in order to be better informed of the 

decisions concerning students within the district. 
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Candidate   Shajid Ali Muhammad 

 DBN:  
  

26Q018 

26Q018 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been involved in PTA since my children started going to school. In Last 3 years I have acted in 

various capacity as Co-President, Treasurer, and Financial Secretary. My children are currently in the 

Gifted and Talent (GT) Program. Last year we represented the GT students along with parents from 

other schools in District 26 to restore automatic transfer into G&T feeder middle school as promised at 

the time as enrollment and as it was historically done, when DOE announced sudden change of policy 

regarding middle school enrollment. Helped with outreach in our neighborhood with Respect to 

participatory budget. While being Co-President of PTA with the help of our then and current Co-

President we were able to secure Technology Upgrades for our School by actively participating in 

District 23 participatory budget. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a System Engineer with Bachelors in Engineering and currently pursing Master in Science the area 

of Information Systems. It is this foundation of academic knowledge which I want to contribute to our 

schools by participating in this Community Education Councils. My being in the Information 

Technology arena for over 15 years I hope to influence and help district educational programs to 

prepare our children with smoother transition and adaptation of technologies. I have been Microsoft 

Certified Trainer also for over 10 years hence can directly correlate with imparting knowledge and 

skillset. If elected I believe I can contribute considerably as I have represented people before, been a 

trainer hence can help assess & advise and as a parent I am fully vested in student's academic 

betterment. 

 

Candidate   Dilip  Nath 

 DBN:  
  

26Q216 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently serving as a PTA co-president at PS216. I have also served on the schools SLT and 

safety team at ps173 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am parents of two boys one is currently in pk at ps 173 and elder one is attending at ms216 in the 

IGC program. I have been involved in all aspect of community activity and spent a great deal of time 

volunteering part of times to help our community. By trade I am an educator and a information 

technologist working as Associate Chief Technology Officer. 

 

  



 

            

2015 NYC Education Council Elections 

Candidate Profiles for 

Community Education Council 26 

Visit NYCParentLeaders.org Page 7 of 10 

Candidate   S. Roshan Perera 

 DBN:  
  

26Q203 

26Q203 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Part of the Graduation commitee 2015. Extensively involved with the Sri Lankan and South Asian 

community activities. Represents the community in liasing with the government appointed officials and 

public officials in the benifit of the greater student population in the Bellrose/Bayside area. Organized 

large community events with the participation of government and elected officials to bring recognition 

to community events,leaders (Includes religious leaders) 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have been involved with the South Asian community for last 12 years. I have a passion for helping 

others, especially our children. I have been involved with many informal groups organizing events that 

would benifit the community at large. I was have participated in the Council 26 meetings for last two 

years. I belive that shaping our childrens future is largley based on how involved the parents are with 

the decision making bodies such as schools, DOE and other public and government officials. Our 

district is a diversed community and has rich values to be shared with the others. 

 

Candidate   Nicole C. Robinson 

 DBN:  
  

26Q266 

26Q074 

IEP:  Yes 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I help organize sports events for my children's CYO basketball, track and swim teams. I help 

coordinate youth activities at my church. I 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a parent of a general education and special education student in District 26. I have very strong 

views on special education and Common Core. I had to fight very hard for my son to receive services 

that his school didn't want to provide. I want to help other parents attain the best education possible for 

their children 

Candidate   Leslie Rubenstein 

 DBN:  
  

26Q158 

26Q041 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I currently serve as the recording secretary on CDEC 26. This is my second year on the CDEC. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

In addition to have two children who attend public school in New York City, I have been a teacher for 

more than 25 years and a school administrator for over 13 years. Over the past two years I have 

participated in numerous efforts to advocate for students in New York State including campaigning 

against the InBloom Information system, and speaking in a variety of public forums against 

Commissioner King and Governor Cuomo's test driven plans for education. 
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Candidate   Tarvinder Thind 

 DBN:  
  

26Q172 

26Q191 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

SLT October 2013 to Present PTA (Co-President) June 2014 to Present 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to serve on CEC so that I could be parents voice relating to the quality of Instruction they 

deserve in NYC public schools. I believe I could be effective on CEC because I am current member of 

my school's SLT. I am also serving as PTA CO-President at my child's school at MS 172 Queens. 

 

Candidate   David Wong 

 DBN:  
  

26Q031 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PS 031 Bayside SLT parent member Employed at NYU/Steinhardt for over 13 years 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent of a 7-year old girl in the NYC Public School system, I am fully vested in making sure she 

receives a quality education. As such, I became an SLT parent member in PS 31 Bayside to keep 

myself informed of issues that directly affect the school my daughter attends. I also feel by being a 

member of the Citywide Education Council for my school district, District 26, I can participate in the 

discussion that greatly affects PS31 Bayside. With my background at NYU Steinhardt, I can be in 

contact with many influential educators and researchers for their opinion on education matters. 
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Candidate   Dominique Y Wu 

 DBN:  
  

26Q115 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Community: Church Sunday school student safety Elementary School: Science Garden; Stop and Drop 

(Traffic and student safety); Various PTA activities volunteer; in-class holiday craft parties for students 

Personal 
Statement 

 

It is a privilege to be a parent of a second grader who has been in two different NYC public schools in 

my district. We have experienced the General Education, as well as the Gifted and Talented Education 

programs. I see that we face great challenges in budgets, effectively executing the Common Core 

curriculum, and testings in NYC. I want to help. Currently a full-time mom of a seven-year-old girl and 

a two-year-old boy, I had a career in finance for Fortune 500 companies in New York. Being a first 

generation immigrant to USA, I received elementary and high school education overseas, and 

university education in Syracuse University, NY about twenty years ago. Competition was not as fierce 

as what our children face now. As a parent, I see that I could do more, and I should do more than what 

I do at home. If parents and schools work together effectively, and find solutions creatively, we will 

benefit our children in the right direction in some way. It is my hope that I could be, as little as it may 

be, part of that effort. I will be honored if I am elected to contribute in such a way. God bless you all! 

 

Candidate   Sandra Walters Young 

 DBN:  
  

26Q074 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

Middle School 74 Executive Board ( Co-Vice President Fundraising), Learning Leaders- tutor for adult 

GED students 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

Candidate   Shengchao Yu 

 DBN:  
  

26Q203 IEP:  No ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As a parent who raise children bilingual and has English as second language at home, I have extensive 

experience in helping students navigate in bilingual environment and excel in speaking, reading and 

writing in both languages. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As a parent who raises kids bilingual and wants kids to excel at school even with English as a second 

language at home, I have strong desire to help students from immigrant families succeed academically 

while at the same time maintaining their strong ties to their native language and culture. I truly believe 

schools in culturally diverse communities like the ones in New York City need diversified curriculum 

and programs for and special attention to students from different backgrounds. As a working 

professional, my own experience as a graduate student in US university and as a parent working with 

my own kids give me a unique perspective on and understanding of how to best prepare students for 

future challenges in higher education and professional life. I would like to have the opportunity to help 

shape the education policies of NYC schools and do my part in helping students better prepare for the 

future. 
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Candidate   Shuangfu Zhang 

 DBN:  
  

26Q203 IEP:  No ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA CONFERENCE 

Personal 
Statement 

 

JOIN AND WORK TOGETHER FOR A BETTER EDUCATION 

 

Candidate   Ada  Zhang 

 DBN:  
  

26Q158 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Experienced the processes of both special Education and English Language Learner, 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I want do my effort for our kids to have a better and suitable education, do my effort to correct any 

wrong decision for any kids if I can. because I know maybe that one wrong decision can change the life 

direction of a child. 

 

 


